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Kristen Kerr

Idaho Magazine Lesson Plan

Idaho Magazine June 2003 “Aviation Comes to Idaho” by Arthur Hart

Standard: Goal 1.4: Analyze the political, social, and economic responses to industrialization and technological innovations in the development of the United States.

Theme: It’s a small world, after all. 

Skill: To research effectively and relate the research to a topic throughout time. To gain historical perspective. 

Gaining Attention:  Put up a picture of one of the first airplanes as well as a new airplane.  Have the students create a journal entry explaining which airplane they would rather fly in and why. What time period do they think the airplane is from?  Have a discussion. 

Informing the Learner of the Objective:   Student will be able to 

1.)
Compare and contrast the history of the airplane after examining the use of the airplane in three different areas: WWI, WWII, and the passenger airplane. 

2.)
Create a 2-3 minute presentation about the airplane in one of the areas mentioned above.

3.)
Write a one page reflection explaining their role in the group. 

Stimulating Recall of Prerequisite Learning: Discuss technology used in war before airplanes were invented.  What technology did they use?  How did troops move from place to place? What kind of weaponry did they use? 

Presenting the Stimulus Material:  Students will be introduced to the history of aviation by learning about aviation in Idaho.  Popcorn read the selected article as a class.  Discuss the article.  (Where was the first plane flown in Idaho and what year was it?  Who was the first to fly in Idaho?  Was it safe to fly?  Who was the president during this time?)  After reading the article students will be divided into three groups.  One group will research airplane use during WWI, the second group will research airplane use during WWII, and the third group will research the history of passenger airplanes.  Research will be done on the internet or using any available books in the classroom or library.  

Providing Feedback: Ask the students on a scale from 1-10 whether they understand what they are to be doing.  Ask someone in the class to explain the assignment to the rest of the class.  

Assessing the Behavior: After the research is conducted the students must create a poster displaying their research and will create a 2-3 minute presentation that will be done in front of the class.  Students will be required to turn in their poster as well as a one page reflection paper explaining what their role in the project was, as well as what they learned, what they liked about the assignment, and what they disliked about the assignment.  Students will also fill out a piece of paper grading the other members of their group.  

Closure: After each group presents their findings, the class will hold a discussion about airplanes throughout time. Have them write a journal entry explaining the significance of airplanes today.  What would life be like if airplanes had never been invented?  In the student’s opinion, what is the most important role of the airplane throughout history?  Have the students share opinions with the class, creating a list on the board. 

