Lesson Plan Designed by: Sarah Sims 

IDAHO magazine article: September 2003; "Nampa: Spotlight City,” by Arthur Hart.

Standard:  Goal 1.4: Analyze the political, social, and economic responses to industrialization and technological innovations in the development of the United States.

Theme:  Agrarian Past vs. Urban Future

Skill:
1.)  group


2.)  research 


3.)  present


4.)  gather


Gaining Attention:  

1.)   Teacher led discussion on progress of western migration in the United States, including information about the Homestead Act the progression of western movement. Also, teacher will discuss issues revolving around industry and the progressive movement.

2.)  Teacher will use game “The Sims” to show interaction of how a city will try to succeed, depending on the right businesses and city decisions (if accessible).

Informing the Learner of the Objective:  

1.)  SWBAT research together in groups of seven.  While in these groups students will become experts on their assigned research project.  Groups will then present information to rest of group. 

2.)  SWBAT use Nampa as a case study, or example of how other western towns also started to develop after the Industrial Revolution.

Stimulating Recall:  Teacher led discussion will review the reasons for movement West, including gold and silver findings.  Teacher will talk about effects that movement had on the land and ask: 1.) Do you think that the land grab would have been as successful if gold had not been found in California and 2.) What influence did industry have on the western part of the United States?

 Presenting the Stimulus:  Students will spend one class period researching information online in the library, following the directions on the worksheet.

Eliciting the Desired Behavior:  SWBAT research the following information about Nampa from the Idaho Magazine and online, in their “research” group:

1.)  Railroad:  What were the effects of the railroad in Nampa, as compared to other western cities?

2.)  Waterworks: How did water build a city like Nampa and where did that water come from?  Did you think that states start their structure the same way or use the same resources?

3.)  Town structure:  How did the structure of the town start and what was built and why?  Do you see any comparison in other towns and states?

4.)  Community activities:  What was the Harvest Festival and how did start and why did it change?  How did this yearly event affect the town?

5.)  Political/Social/Civic Changes:  How have changes affected the shape of Nampa and other towns today?  What new businesses are here now, what businesses used to be here, and do you think that change is necessary for a town?

6.)  Businesses:  What businesses brought a boon to Nampa?  Was that boom a long or short term benefit?  

7.)  Present Day Diversity:  Is Nampa, today, a diverse culture?  What makes it diverse (if so?) and can you see it in our daily lives?

Initially each group will be assigned to their “home” group.  Once in that “home group each group will research these topics and placed into their “research” group; when research is done each student will be taken out of their “research” group and placed with back in the “home” groups.  Each group will in turn be an “expert” in their assigned “research” field, and they will teach their “home” group about the information they just learned.  Then, once the information is discussed and shared each group will make a list of 15 questions to give to the teacher.  The teacher will pick questions from each quiz handed in for the final quiz.  Before administering the quiz the teacher must review all the information as to make sure that all the information is covered adequately.  Each student must turn in all research work to ensure own work and quality of work.

Closure:  After the quiz is administered the teacher will review the advantages and disadvantages of the above information.

Assessing the Behavior:  Students will be assessed by the information that they give to their 2nd groups and by the quiz that are turned in.

Providing Feedback:  Teacher will grade quiz and work with groups while researching.

