
Teacher: Ms. Naimi

Subject area: US History

Grade level: Grade 9

Lesson Title: Once Upon a Time in Riggins

Standard:

· 6-12.USH1.2.2.2: Analyze ways in which the physical environment affected political and economic development.
Theme:

· We shape the earth, and the earth shapes us.
Skill:

· Synthesizing information to produce a greater understanding of a topic.
· CCS: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Objectives:

· List the environmental characteristics that allowed settlement in Riggins to prosper, and describe which aspects of human life were supported by each. 
· Describe how Riggins' physical environment encouraged settlement, as well as economic and political development.
Gaining Attention:

· Students individually write their answer to the questions:
· If you could start your own town/city/commune etc., what characteristics would you look for in nature when deciding where to build it? 
· Why would you look for these characteristics? What purpose would they serve?
· How important are these characteristics to the survival of your town and its inhabitants? 
· Students share and discuss their answers with the class.
· Students discuss briefly as a class:
· What is the relationship between the physical environment of an area and the human activity that takes place there?
Informing the Learner of the Objective:

· Point out and explain objectives written on the board.
Stimulating Recall of Prerequisite Learning:

· Ask students to share what they know about Riggins; if no one has anything to share, teacher gives a brief introduction: where it is, what it is like today.
Presenting the Stimulus Material:

· Students read Riggins article
Eliciting the Desired Behavior:

· As students read, they write down each environmental characteristic they come across (river, woodland, temperature etc.), these go in the first column of their graphic organizer. 
· After reading each page of the article, students get with a partner and discuss what parts of human life each environmental characteristic supports (sustenance, shelter, communication, transport, production etc.), and write their answers in the second column.
· After reading, students individually write answers to the questions:
1. What encouraged the first movement of people to the Riggins area? (Gold)
2. What about the area made people decide to settle there? (Plentiful and diverse natural resources)

3. Why did people eventually begin to open businesses in the area? (Plentiful and diverse natural resources make it a good place to live: more people are likely to move there) 
4. What political developments are mentioned in the text? (Installation of a Sherif); Why did these developments become necessary? (More people moved to/worked in the town, caused disruption)

Providing Feedback:

· After individual responses, students share and discuss their answers with the class. 
· Teacher makes note of correct answers on the board, and prompts students for significant information that has not been mentioned, or further explanation of simple answers.
Assessing the Behavior:

· During instruction:Teacher moves about the room while students read the article, talks to students about their answers, and makes note of participation and completion of the worksheet.
· To be turned in: Students describe, in writing, how the settlement and development of Riggins' is connected to the nature of its physical environment.
· Teacher assesses students' answers for understanding of how the plentiful and diverse natural resources of the Riggins area encouraged settlement, economic activity, and political development. 
Closure:

· Students reflect on the discussion from the beginning of class and independently answer the following questions (to be turned in at the end of class): 
· What is the relationship between the physical environment of an area and the human activity that takes place there? 
· Look back to the first question you answered in class today (about starting your own town); would you change anything about your answer after today's lesson? If so, what would you change?
Materials: 

· Riggins article, Idaho Magazine 
· Environmental characteristics graphic organizer
· Reading questions 
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Reading questions:
· What encouraged the first large movement of people to the Riggins area? 
· What about the area made people decide to settle there?
· Why did people decide to open businesses in the area? 
· What political developments are mentioned in the text?
· Why did these developments become necessary?

