Sacajawea: Idaho’s Most Famous Woman
Class:

9th grade U.S. History

Duration: 

2 consecutive class periods
Idaho Educational Standards:

Goal 1.1: Build an understanding of the cultural and social development of the United States.

Goal 1.2: Trace the role of migration and immigration of people in the development of the United States.

Goal 1.3: Identify the role of American Indians in the development of the United States.

Materials:

1. Photocopies of Idaho Magazine, Vol. 4, no. 6, p. 54-61. “Sacajawea 2005: A Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Survey,” by Josephine Jones.

2. Copies of “Marking the Text” instructions.

3. Copies of “Sacajawea’s Fictional Letter to President Jefferson” instructions.

4. Video on Sacajawea from TeacherTube:

http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=118532 

5. Powerpoint slide of Sacajawea statues in Idaho.

6. Powerpoint slide of the objectives for the lesson.
Essential Question:
What roles did Native Americans play in the history of the United States?

Skills:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Provide examples of Sacajawea’s role in Idaho’s history through class discussion and utilizing the “Sacajawea 2005…” article.

2. Summarize and better understand the article “Sacajawea 2005…” through the use of the Marking the Text exercise.

3. Write two short journal entries answering essential questions from the Sacajawea video.

4. Write a one-page fictional letter to President Jefferson from Sacajawea’s perspective summarizing her role and it’s importance in the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Gaining Attention:
The teacher will ask the students the following question:

“Can anyone tell me which important historical figure has the most statues dedicated to them in Idaho?”

The teacher will then show the students the Sacajawea Statues in Idaho Powerpoint slide, pointing out where each statue is located.

The teacher will then ask:

“What do all of these statues tells us about Sacajawea? What do they say about us?”

Stimulating Recall Of Prerequisite Learning:

The teacher will ask the students the following questions about the Lewis and Clark Expedition that they studied the day before:

What was the purpose of the Lewis and Clark Expedition?

What was the expedition’s official name?

Which President sent Lewis and Clark out?

Presenting the Stimulus Material:

1. The teacher will show the students the Sacajawea TeacherTube Video, stopping the video at the following points and asking the students to write a 2 minute journal response to the following questions:

01:22- What was the name of Sacajawea’s people, and what two main events in her life took her away from them and led to her becoming a member of Lewis and Clark’s party?

Answer: Shoshone; she was captured by the Hidatsa and sold as a slave to French Fur Trader Charbonneau.

03:22- What three attributes did Sacajawea possess that helped Lewis and Clark in their dealings with the Native Americans they met?

Answer: She was Shoshone and Shoshone had horses, she could translate the language of other tribes, and she eased the nervousness of the tribes they met.

Students will hand these in with the rest of their assignment at the beginning of class on the third day.

2. The teacher will pass out the “Sacajawea 2005” article and the students will take turns reading it aloud.

3. The teacher will then pass out the Marking The Text instructions. The teacher will model the process with the students for the first couple of paragraphs of the text.

4. Students will then reread the Idaho Magazine article, marking the text as they go. They will turn in this marked text with the rest of their assignment at the beginning of class on the third day. This will take the remainder of the class period.
Eliciting the Desired Behavior:
On the second day, the teacher will pass out the instructions for the letter assignment. Students are to finish marking their texts if they hadn’t already and work on completing their letter. Those who don’t complete the letter will finish it as homework.

Providing Feedback:

During the letter writing process, the teacher will walk around the room making sure that the students are on-task and helping those who might be stuck.

Assessing the Behavior:

At the beginning of class on the third day, students are to staple the following items together and turn them in for a grade:

1. Their video journal responses (graded on accuracy of the answers given)

2. Their marked text (graded according to whether the entire text has been marked)

3. Their letter (graded on whether the instructions were followed and the accuracy of their summary of Sacajawea’s contribution.)

Closure:
At the end of the second day, the teacher will ask the students the same questions from the “Gaining Attention” section, noting how their answers may have changed.

The teacher will ask the students the following question:

“What do you think about the claim that the article makes that Sacajawea is Idaho’s most famous woman? Do you agree with that statement?”

Marking the Text

The idea behind this strategy is to help you to better understand and remember the crazy amount of text that we all read everyday. If you use this method, I guarantee that you will have an easier time understanding what you read. It will help you when you have to remember information for writing papers, for taking tests, and it will even help to increase your memory! 
Step 1: Number the Paragraphs

Before you start reading, take a couple of minutes to number all of the paragraphs in the text. This will give you a reference point that you can refer to later on when you have to find where information was located in the text, much the same way that page numbers give us a reference point in a book.

Step 2: Circle Key Terms, Essential Words, and Important Numbers

This could be any of the following:

· Vocabulary words

· Words that you don’t know

· Names of people

· Names of events

· Dates

· Numbers

Step 3: Underline the Author’s Claims and Information Relevant to the Reading Purpose
This could be any of the following:

· Central claims

· Evidence

· Details about a philosophy or ideology

· Facts about a person, place, thing, or idea

· Cause and effect relationships

Remember, the more you use this process, the easier it will become and the better you will understand the things that you read!
A Fictional Letter to President Jefferson
By this point in the lesson, we have learned that very little was actually known about Sacajawea, and that everything that we know comes from the journals that were kept by the men during the expedition. Sacajawea, being not only a woman but also a Native American, did not have the kind of status in American society that everyone enjoys today. Unfortunately, women were not allowed a voice in government at this time, and neither were Native Americans for that matter. Sacajawea probably wouldn’t have even considered adding her account to those that were recorded for official government record because no one would have asked her for it.

Sacajawea was never afforded the opportunity to tell her side of the story, but just imagine if she was! Imagine that after receiving the accounts of Lewis’ and Clark’s version of the journey, President Jefferson was so amazed at the story of Sacajawea’s contribution that he wanted to hear it from her himself. Imagine that he wrote Sacajawea, excited to hear what she had to say and that he asked her to write him a letter describing her people and how she helped the expedition.

For this assignment, you are going to write a one page, three paragraph letter to President Jefferson as Sacajawea describing Sacajawea’s tribe and outlining her personal role in the expedition. 

Your letter must include the following elements:

· A one-paragraph description of Shoshone life. Use the Idaho Magazine article for help.

· Two paragraphs describing how Sacajawea aided the expedition. Use the Idaho Magazine article and your video journal answers for help.

· Address the letter to “President Thomas Jefferson.”

· Make sure that you include the date in the upper right-hand corner, a closing phrase (examples include: Sincerely, Yours Truly, All The Best, etc.), and a signature.

All paragraphs must include complete sentences. When you are done, staple the letter, your video journal, and your marked text, together and turn them in.

